On the other hand, attempts are being made by certain
circles in tlhe so-called "old democracies" to isolate the young
Slav democracies, because the latter insist on upholding
their national independence and their new ways of national
development, and do not want submissively to obey orders
from outside. This is1 something particularly familiar to the
Soviet Union, which has already traversed a fairly long
road of independent, free development. And the Soviet Union
has been convinced by its own experience of the correct-
ness of the wise words of Lenin, the genius of the great
Russian Socialist Revolution, who said that a people that has
taken the destinies of its country into its own hands is in-
vincible.
These attempts are now not infrequently dressed in the
garb of a "Western" group, although in the Western group
it is sought to include China, India, and even Ethiopia, pro-
vided 'only that they increase the number of votes of a cer-
tain grouping. This being so, division into a Western and a
Slav group, just as division into West and East, obviously
leads to absurdity. The point of the matter is not that there
is a Slav or Eastern group, on the one hand, and an anti-
Slav or Western group, on the other, Ifaese labels only con-
fuse things.
At this Conference a struggle is proceeding for the es-
tablishment of a democratic peace, which should be the goal
o-f all democratic countries, but wihich is not yet equally ap-
preciated by all the countries represented at the Conference.
The Soviet delegation calls upon the delegations of other
countries to collaborate in establishing a democratic peace.
This requires reaching compromises on certain questions on
which agreement ihas thus far not been achieved, such as we
have already succeeded in seeming with regard to the major-
ity of the questions of the peace treaties. Such agreement
can be achieved, provided we all recognize that we are striv-
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